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CONFIDENTIAL MASERU 251 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, OAU, LT 

SUBJECT: FOREIGN MINISTER KOTSOKOANE'S STATEMENTS AGAINST 
DETENTE 

REF: A. GABORONE 304; B. LUSAKA 326 

1. FOREIGN MINISTER KOTSOKOANE HAS NOT RETURNED TO LESOTHO 
SINCE HIS REPORTED CRITICISM OF BOTSWANA, TANZANIA, AND ZAMBIA 
ON SUBJECT OF DETENTE AT OAU COUNCIL OF MINISTERS MEETING. 

OTHER OFFICIALS IN MINISTRY FOREIGN AFFAIRS APPEAR TO BE WITHOUT 
GUIDANCE ON DETENTE AND WE HAVE REFRAINED FROM ASKING THEM TO 
COMMENT ON MINISTER'S REPORTED STATEMENTS. GOL HAS ISSUED 

NO STATEMENT ON SUBJECT AND PROBABLY WILL NOT DO SO UNTIL 
MINISTER'S RETURN, EXPECTED MARCH 8. 

2. GOL'S ATTITUDE TOWARD CURRENT MOVES TO BRING ABOUT 
"DETENTE", WHICH IT CONSIDERS ANOTHER WORD FOR "DIALOGUE”, 
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MINISTER, MINISTER OF FINANCE, AND OTHER HIGH RANKING GOL 
OFFICIALS HAVE COMMENTED TO US IN PRIVATE THAT THEY WILL WAIT 
AND SEE, BUT THAT BASED ON THEIR OWN EXPERIENCE IN TRYING TO 
CARRY ON DIALOGUE WITH SOUTH AFRICA IN EARLY 1970'S, THEY DO 
NOT BELIEVE CURRENT EFFORT WILL SUCCEED IN BRINGING ABOUT REAL 
CHANGE IN SOUTH AFRICA, WHICH IS REAL ISSUE. THEY DO NOT 
TRUST SAG, WHICH, IN THEIR VIEW, IS SIMPLY TRYING TO GAIN TIME 
TO FURTHER IMPLEMENT HOMELANDS POLICY AND TO PRESENT WORLD 
WITH ACCOMPLISHED FACT OF SEPARATION OF RACES. IN THESE 
OFFICIALS' VIEW, ONLY BASIS ON WHICH TO PURSUE DIALOGUE, OR 
DETENTE, WITH SOUTH AFRICA IS ACCEPTANCE BY SAG OF PRINCIPLE 
THAT ALL PEOPLE OF SA SHARE COMMON CITIZENSHIP AND SHOULD 
SHARE IN POLITICAL POWER. GOL FEELS IT HAD ITS HANDS BURNED 
IN EARLY EFFORTS TOWARD DIALOGUE AND IS SOMEWHAT PIQUED THAT 
SOME OF OAU COUNTRIES WHICH CRITICIZED IT SEVERELY IN THOSE 
DAYS ARE NOW SUPPORTING DETENTE EVEN THOUGH NO REAL CHANGE 
HAS TAKEN PLACE IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

3. WE STILL HAVE NO DETAILED REPORT ON KOTSOKOANE'S PRECISE 
STATEMENTS, BUT FROM FRAGMENTARY REPORTS THEY SEEM TO HAVE 
BEEN INTEMPERATE. STATEMENTS ALMOST SURELY WERE NOT CLEARED 
WITH GOL IN ADVANCE, BUT NEVERTHELESS PROBABLY REFLECT, AT 
LEAST IN SUBSTANCE IF NOT IN STYLE, GOL'S ATTITUDE TOWARD 
DETENTE. TONE OF KOTSOKOANE'S STATEMENTS AND PUBLICITY THEY 
HAVE GAINED PROBABLY ARE CAUSING GOOD DEAL OF DISCOMFORT TO 
GOL SINCE IT IS DEFINITELY NOT GOVERNMENT S PRACTICE TO 
PUBLICLY CRITICIZE FELLOW OAU STATES. 

4. KOTSOKOANE IS ONE OF MOST CHARMING AND AFFABLE MEMBERS 

OF LESOTHO GOVERNMENT BUT IS ALSO ONE OF MOST LOQUACIOUS AND 
IS INCLINED, PERHAPS, TO TALK MORE THAN HE SHOULD WHEN HE HAS 
THE PODIUM. FURTHERMORE, HE WAS RAISED AND EDUCATED IN 
SOUTH AFRICA AND HAS AN ABIDING HATRED OF APARTHEID AND DISTRUST 
OF WHITE LEADERSHIP THERE. HE IS ALSO SENSITIVE TO CHARGES 
LEVELED AT HIM WHEN HE WAS APPOINTED MINISTER THAT HE WAS A 
"FOREIGNER' 1 , AND TO SOME EXTENT HE MAY BE OVERCOMPENSATING. 
THESE FACTORS HELP TO EXPLAIN, IF NOT, JUSTIFY, HIS INTEMPERATE 
STATEMENTS. 
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